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East Lothian Volunteer Path Wardens (ELVoPW)

Minutes of the meeting of 30th March 2016

Present: Andrew Stevenson,   Thomas Bower,   Nick Morgan,

David Oldham,   Duncan Priddle,   Dave Quarendon

Apologies: Mike Traynor

Action

1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising

Minutes of meeting of 8 February 2016 approved.

1.4 Nick to ask Mike if he is prepared to update the Business 
Plan.

1.7 Nick hasn’t had a chance to contact the landowner about the 
locked gate near Haddington. Strangely, the gate has not been 
locked since the subject was raised. Nick will write to the 
landowner to find out more.

3.1 More Post Cards have been printed and area available in the 
office if anyone needs any to distribute.

4.2 Nick has passed on a list of items bought with the Paths for 
All funding.

6.1 There was a bit of discussion about recording volunteer time 
and it was agreed that this is very important. It was decided that
this should be talked about at the AGM so that path wardens 
understand why they are being asked for a record of their time 
and what they have been doing.

6.3 There was a map showing which core paths were looked after
by which path warden, but this is constantly changing. Nick and 
Duncan will try to produce something.

6.4 The app that was produced about core paths in East Lothian 
is called Go Explore East Lothian. It is map based and has a little 
information about each path and the wildlife that can be seen.

Nick

Nick

Nick/
Duncan

2.0

2.1

AGM, Constitution and Business Plan

It was agreed to hold an AGM in the afternoon of Thursday 23rd 
June after the Tyne Team task. Topics can be: recording 
volunteer time, path promotion sheets and something more 
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interesting! All to think of someone or a subject that would be of 
interest.

All

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

Promotion

Andy and Dave Q had been on a Paths for All course about path 
promotion. They were surprised by the cost of interpretation 
panels, but had learned about cheaper alternatives such as fliers.
They had also been informed about a new path grading scheme. 
They both found the event very useful.

The final version of the sticker was agreed. Thank you to Dave Q 
for producing these. Duncan will arrange to have these printed 
before the Tyne Stroll.

Thomas suggested that we could laminate the post cards and 
then put them on notice boards.

Duncan

4.0

4.1

Funding

There is still the same amount of funding in the account. We 
need to think of projects to use it for.

5.0

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

River Tyne Spring Walk 2016

So far 14 people have put their names down to come on the 
walk. Only two path wardens responded to Dave O’s request for 
help.

There should be two path wardens per walk (a leader and a 
back-marker) and we will aim for 15 people on each walk.

Sam Ranscombe, Nick, Duncan, Dave Q and Thomas will be 
qualified first aiders.

The Linton Hotel will serve soup and a roll for £3 a head.

We should recommend people park in the John Muir House car 
park and use the toilets on Neilson Park Road before walking to 
the start at Whittinghame Drive.

We could have a stop or two on the walk to meet 
Sam/Nick/Duncan to hear about birds, butterflies, wild flowers, 
etc. There could be a cup of tea at one of the stops.

We will aim for two groups leaving at 9:30 and 10:00. If we get 
a sudden surge of other people then we could have a 10:30 walk,
too.

We will look into advertising the walk in the East Lothian 
Courier’s What’s on section and the Town Crier. We can print 
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5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

fliers to go into libraries and doctor’s surgeries and e-mail 
various groups such as the North Berwick Ramblers and DRAM.

Dave O will put together notes for the walk leaders.

Duncan to confirm numbers for the Linton Hotel nearer the time.

Duncan and Nick will put together a risk assessment for the 
event.

We will get the hand-out printed on better quality paper.

Duncan

Dave O

Duncan

Nick/
Duncan

Duncan

6.0

6.1

6.2

Any Other Business

Duncan is concerned that we have recently lost a few path 
wardens for various reasons. He thinks that it would be useful to 
have a talk about how to deal with bad days at the AGM, is litter 
an issue for the path wardens, do people prefer to work as a 
group? This could be an opportunity to review how the path 
warden scheme is working. It could also be an opportunity to ask
for new trustees for the charity if anyone wants to stand down.

The books have been audited, so it was agreed that we should 
buy a box of chocolates for the person who did this.

7 Dates of Next Meetings –

Wednesday 27th April – Tyne Stroll walk-through – meet at the 
Sports Club at Whittinghame Drive at 2pm.

Monday 9th May 2pm in the Block C Meeting Room, Haddington.
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