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East Lothian Volunteer Path Wardens (ELVoPW)

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

24 June 2016

Held in The Hope Rooms, Forth Street, North Berwick, EH39 4JD

Trustees Present:   Andrew Stevenson (Chair),   Thomas Bower,   Nick Morgan,   
David Oldham,   Duncan Priddle,   David Quarendon.

In Attendance:   Gordon Anderson,   Andy Bradshaw,   Keith Burns,   Angus Currie,   
Paul Ince,   John Laws,   Jim Spiers.

Apologies: There had been apologies from many Path Wardens who were unable 
to attend the meeting.

Action

1.0 Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 17 February 2015
were agreed as correct. Proposed by Dave O, seconded Duncan.

2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Chairman’s Report

Andrew presented his Chairman’s Report. The Path Warden 
Scheme has been running since 2010 and in 2014 the charity 
was set up.

The path wardens mostly maintain the core paths network, but 
in recent years have been involved in other activities such as 
promoting their paths, promoting the work of the path wardens 
and leading the Spring Tyne Stroll.

Many of the path wardens were involved in the Big Nature 
Festival this year and last year.

There have been a number of training opportunities for path 
wardens over the last 12 months. These have varied from first-
aid, organising events, dealing with asbestos and bumblebee 
identification.

Andrew gave special thanks to Katty Baird, who has organised 
many of the training events and who produces the volunteer 
newsletter, Best Boot Forward.

3.0 Treasurer’s Report
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Duncan reported that there is currently £2,207 in the account. 
Copy of Treasurer’s Report attached.

We received three grants last year from Paths for All, Action 
Earth and Tesco. The £1,500 funding from Paths for All is due to
be paid to ELC, as the tools and materials were bought through 
the Council.

Duncan has just applied for two other grants, one from Tesco 
for a Great Dane grass cutter and one from Paths for All for the 
Spott circular path.

For the last two years the accounts have been audited by the 
mother of an ex-path warden. If anyone knows of a suitably 
qualified person to audit the accounts in the future, please let 
Duncan know.

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Election of Office Bearers

The set up of the Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
allows for there to be up to seven trustees. Last year there 
were seven trustees, but Mike Traynor had indicated that he 
wished to stand down. Nick was happy to give up his place as a 
trustee if there was someone else who wanted to become a 
trustee.

David Oldham, Duncan Priddle, Andrew Stevenson, David 
Quarendon and Thomas Bower were happy to remain as 
trustees. Graham Pettigrew had already indicated that he would
be prepared to stand as a trustee. He was nominated by 
Duncan and seconded by Dave O. John Laws also offered to 
become a trustee. He was nominated by Andrew and seconded 
by Dave O. No one else offered to become a trustee, so the 
seven people above are now the trustees of the charity.

Nick will still attend meetings and is very happy to help out 
whenever needed.

At last year’s meeting it was agreed that office bearers should 
remain in post for a maximum of three years. Andrew was 
happy to continue as Chairman, Duncan will continue as 
treasurer (but is keen to pass this duty on!) and David Oldham 
has offered to become Secretary. He was nominated by Andrew 
and seconded by Paul.

5.0

5.1

2016 Priorities

Keith said that there is a burst pipe or drain on the River Tyne 
Path just where the path enters the garden of Sandy’s Mill. This 
floods the area when the river is high.
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5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

Gordon asked about the exact role and responsibility of a path 
warden, who had a duty to maintain the path, what the 
responsibility of the landowner is? There was some discussion 
about this. No one has to maintain a core path, but ELC are 
keen to keep their network maintained. The duty of the Local 
Authority is to ensure that the core paths and rights of way are 
not blocked. Landowners may or may not have a responsibility 
depending on whether they have received grant funding. As 
each path is unique it was suggested that path wardens should 
contact Nick or Duncan who would be happy to have a site 
meeting to talk this over.

Paul suggested some form of signs to say that the paths are 
maintained by the path wardens and who to contact. The 
trustees have just ordered some stickers to put on the 
signposts giving this information and it was also suggested that 
the post cards could be put into community notice boards. Paul 
also suggested a press release about the work of the path 
wardens.

Dave O suggested that we should organise another Spring Tyne 
Stroll, possibly from Dunbar to East Linton. Thomas offered to 
help organise this with help from Andrew and Nick.

Dave Q was surprised that there hadn’t been more offers of 
help from path wardens. Thomas said that Neil Mitchell had 
offered but no one had contacted him. It was suggested that 
training for walk leaders could be offered to the path wardens.

John was keen to encourage more path wardens to report back 
on what they have been doing. It is important to record the 
number of hours that volunteers are doing and it is also 
important that we have a record of which paths have been 
inspected and when. Possibly the pro-forma has put off some. 
John said that a simple monthly e-mail would suffice, stating 
paths walked, hours spent, tasks completed and any issues to 
report. Some path wardens are happy to give much more 
information which is great. Possibly Katty can put something in 
her newsletter.

Gordon and Angus asked about Amenity Services cutting and 
herbicide work. This appears to be a little hit and miss. Duncan 
said that there is a cutting contract, but that it isn’t always 
properly adhered to. It is probably best for path wardens to 
contact Nick or Duncan to talk through what Amenity Services 
should be doing on their paths.

Duncan is keen to encourage path wardens to put together 
short descriptions of the paths in their area. David Habgood has
produced a four-sided sheet about the Gifford to Garvald walk. 
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Nick has produced some simple one-sided sheets about some 
walks. The Local Access Forum are also keen to do something 
like this. It would be good to coordinate efforts. Contact Nick or 
Duncan if you would like to know more.

6.0

6.1

6.2

Any Other Business

Keith asked about membership of the charity. As far as Duncan 
is aware there can be a maximum of seven trustees, but there 
is no provision for members the way the charity is set up. He 
will look into this and see if there is a way that path wardens 
can be made members.

Paul asked for the web address for the path wardens web page. 
It is https://pathwardens.wordpress.com/ There is also a 
facebook page. It is probably best to search for East Lothian 
Path Wardens on facebook to find it!

Duncan

7.0

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

Dogs!

Carl Howman, East Lothian Council’s Dog Warden gave a talk 
about the work he is involved with.

Carl has been in post for 22 years. When he first started he 
picked up about 30 stray dogs a month. Now the number has 
dropped to four or five a month.

There are four Community Wardens, the Countryside Rangers 
and a few other Council staff authorised to give fixed penalty 
notices to people who don’t clear up after their dog. Last year 
25 people were fined. The fine is £80. Those who pick up after 
their dog and then throw the bag in the bushes could also be 
liable for a littering ticket, too.

Various inspections are carried out of the state of the streets 
and these have shown a reduction in dog fouling over the last 
few years.

Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act came into effect in 2011. This 
allows Control Orders to be placed on a dog if it causes fear, 
alarm or distress. This places various conditions on the dog, 
such as it always having to be on a lead or muzzled when in 
public places.

New laws have come into effect requiring all dogs to be micro-
chipped. This will help in returning dogs to their owners and 
should also stop unwanted dogs being dumped in the street.

Dog Watch – a scheme in which members of the public can go 
on line and report dog fouling and regular offenders.

https://pathwardens.wordpress.com/
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7.8

7.9

Commercial Dog Walkers. They are responsible for picking up 
after the dogs. If not, a control order can be served on the dog.
East Lothian has an Approved Dog Walker Scheme and to be a 
member the dog walkers has to meet various standards – no 
more than six dogs out at a time, the dogs must have tags with
the dog walker’s contact details, the dog walker must have an 
ID card and the van has a sticker on it with a unique number. 
This has worked very well and also benefits those who join the 
scheme, as they get more custom.

Hare Coursing, can be a bit of a problem. A dog Control Order 
can be effective to deter this and it may require suspected dogs
to be kept on a lead at all times.
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